CHAPTER    XI
CHOUTH AND SARDESHMUKHI
IN THE LAST chapter an attempt was made to show how order
was evolved out of confusion by the constructive genius and patient
skill of the first Peshwa Balaji Vishwanath. A great deal of what is
to follow had to be anticipated in that statement with a view to bring
out into prominence the great transformation that took place, when
the small kingdom over which Shivaji ruled was enlarged into a
confederacy of states, with a common tradition and a common
purpose. Balaji Vishwanath, before his death in 1720, achieved
the still greater success of securing a legitimate sanction to the
larger claims put forth by the Maratha leaders in consequence of
the change that took place on Sfaahu's accession to power. The story
of this transferance of power from the old Mahomedan rulers to
the hands of the Maratha Confederacy presents features, the like
of which were seldom witnessed in the past history of India, and
resembles faithfully the history of the success achieved by the great
Marquis of Wellesley in the early years of this century, when he
organized the system of the subsidiary alliances, as they were called,
with the native powers, which secured to the British Company its
sovereignty over the continent of India. This idea of the subsidiary
alliances was, in fact, a reproduction on a more organized scale of
the plan followed by the Maratha leaders a hundred years in
advance, when they seemed the grant of the chouth and
sardeshmukhi from the Imperial authorities at Delhi. The true
nature of these claims to chouth and sardeshmukhi, which were
conceded by the Moghul Emperor in 1719, cannot be properly
understood without a brief historical review of these demands as
they were first formulated by the founder of the Maratha power
fifty years before at the very commencement of his career. The
first mention of these demands occurs so far back as the year 1650,
when Shivaji's territory did not extend beyond the limits of his
father's Jahagir in Poona and Supa, and a few forts near about. It
seems to have been Shivaji's ambition to acquire sardeshmukhi
vatan in the Maratha country. His family had been respectable
and even powerful for two generations, but neither his grandfather
nor father could claim equality with the ancient Deshnrakhi families
with some of whom they had formed marriage alliances, such as the
Ghadges of Malawdi, the Nimbalkars of Phaltan, the Daphalei of
Jat, and the Bhonsles of Sawantwadi. These Deshmukhs claimed to
have acquired their ancestral vatans from times coeval with the
establishment of the Adilshahi and the Nizamshahi kingdoms. As
8